Mem, the Mountain of the Gods
Gandhamadana mountain.   This they did.   King Htil^j shin then built a great Ku (literally "cave" then "temp|em on the model of the cave of Nandamula and call&r*   •! Nanda."                                                                    **   lt
This is the story of the temple of Ananda, whose name is  -that of the favourite disciple of Gautama Buddha.
These buildings were erected under powerful Buddhist empires in a period corresponding to our Middle Ages. The true grotto-temples, however, are as old as Buddhism itself and go back to the third century B.C. All the open-air terr&ples and monasteries dating from this earlier period in India ]fa.ave long since disappeared, but the great cave chaityas, Buddhist churches built into the rock, and the viharas^ meeting-halls and monasteries attached to these churches, such as those at JECon-dani, Bedsa, Nasik, Karli and particularly the famous gx-otto temples at Adshanta with their fine paintings, are still th.^i-e to prove the very early custom of situating places for meditation and prayer in mountain caves.
There was another way of creating a mountain-dwelling for a god: the converse method of carving the mountain in.to the shape of a temple. The exterior was cut out of the jrock, complete with stupas and shikaras on the top, as if it were SL real building constructed on the strictest architectural plan. The most famous buildings of this kind are the Siva temples at Ellora, east of Bombay and not far from Ajanta on ttte; high Deccan plateau, and those at Mamallapuram on the Ctoroman-del coast near Madras. They were all built in imitation of open-air temples, long since disappeared, and included prayer-halls which were hewn out of the rock.
Let us return to the symbolic architecture of the moiixitain and look at the vertical organisation of the earth as srepre-sented by the mountain Meru in Brahman and Bxiddhist cosmology. Meru is imagined as a five- or six-staged tower, the penultimate stage containing the first of the six divine heavens, the abode of the four lohapala, or guardians of the world. The summit is the second heaven of the thirty-three gods ajo.d was considered to be eighty-four-thousandj>oAAanaJ high (ayodchana
169block is topped by six terraces of decreasing size, the highest having a
